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1. AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE EC COMMITTEE OF PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVES (COREPER) WAS HELD ON THE MORNING OF NOV. 7. 
THE SOLE SUBJECT ON THE AGENDA WAS THE QUESTION OF 
AGRICULTURE IN THE MTNS. SOURCES IN BOTH THE BRITISH AND 
GERMAN PERMREPS BELIEVE THAT THE MEETING WAS CALLED AT THE 
INSTANCE OF THE COMMISSION. OUR BRITISH SOURCE BELIEVES THAT 
THE COMMISSION HOPED TO FORCE THE FRENCH EITHE TO RAISE THEIR 
COMPLAINT ABOUT THE COMMISSION S EXCEEDING ITS MANDATE TO THE 
COUNCIL, OR TO ABANDON IT. AS THE MEETING TURNED OUT, HOW- 
EVER, THE FRENCH NOT ONLY AVOIDED THIS BUT BOUGHT MORE TIME. 

2. THE FRENCH PLOY WAS TO SAY THAT THEY WERE PREPARED TO 
DISCUSS THEIR "CONSTITUTIONAL" OBJECTIONS BUT THAT IN 
ALL COURTESY THEY SHOULD FIRST BE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY 
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TEXT REGARDING AGRICULTURE IN THE MTNS. OTHER MEMBER 
STATE AMBASSADORS WERE UNWILLING TO ARGUE AGAINST THIS, 
AND THE COREPER MEETING ADJOURNED AND DISCUSSION PRO- 
CEEDED IN THE ARTICLE 1 13 COMMITTEE DEPUTIES' MEETING 
(WHICH WAS IN PROGRESS). IN THIS MEETING, THE FRENCH 
DID NOT, AS A MATTER OF FACT, STATE THEIR AMENDMENTS 
BUT DID GO THROUGH THE OCT. 17 TEXT POINT BY POINT, EX- 
PRESSING THEIR NEGATIVE ATTITUDE TOWARD IT. 

3. THE COMMISSION ATTITUDE AS EXPRESSED BY HIJZEN WAS 
THAT THE TEXT WAS CERTAINLY NOT PERFECT; IN FACT, 

HIJZEN FELT HE COULD PROBABLY ACCEPT MANY OF THE CHANGES 
THE FRENCH MIGHT PROPOSE. HOWEVER, THE AMERICANS TOO 
PROBABLY DID NOT FIND THE TEXT PERFECT. THE ONLY WAY TO 
ARRIVE AT A SOLUTION WAS BY ACCEPTING THE TEXT WITH NO 
CHANGE. 

4. THE COUNCIL SECRETARIAT IS NOW PREPARING A DOCUMENT 
INCORPORATING THE FRENCH STATEMENTS PLUS THE COMMISSION'S 
RESPONSES. THE NEXT MEETING ON THE SUBJECT WILL BE A 
SPECIAL COREPER SESSION AT 4 P.M. WEDNESDAY, NOV. 12. 
HOWEVER, IT WAS AGREED THAT IF THE FRENCH NEEDED MORE 
TIME, FOR EXAMPLE TO GET MORE INSTRUCTIONS FROM PARIS, 

THEY COULD SO INDICATE TO THE COMMISSION AND THE MEETING 
WILL BE POSTPONED ONE DAY TO THE REGULAR THURSDAY SES- 
SION OF COREPER. 

MORRIS 
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